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www.thunderroadbrewing.com 

(03) 9561 5522 
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MOTO TUMBI 
(02) 4977 3662 

Ph:  (03) 5774 2222 
Mobile:  0427 575 976 
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Presidents Report 
 
It’s funny how things happen, isn’t it. Back when I was a teenager, a mate and I used to drive up to Winton in his old Holden 
ute, back it up to the fence, stick a couple of fold up chairs in the tray and watch old bikes flog around the track. These events 
were the first Southern Classics and Historic Wintons, and we used to dream of getting out there and having a go ourselves.  
 
Fast forward thirty years and I’ve just had the honour of being voted in as HMRAV President and preparations for the 30th 
Anniversary Southern Classic are in full swing. Talk about life going full circle! 
 
When I say that I’m honoured to be your President, I really do mean it. There’s some very big shoes to fill and HMRAV 
wouldn’t be the number one Historic Racing club in Australia if it weren’t for the efforts of all the Presidents and committee 
members that have gone before me. I can guarantee that I’ll be doing my best to help maintain that status. 
 
The recent AGM was well attended and it was great to see so many people putting their hands up to get involved. Good to see 
Chris Large returning to the committee and stepping up to take on the treasurers role, after Craig had to step down due to 
increasing work pressures. We managed to fill a number of the “assistant” positions that had been mentioned in Flatchat and 
there’s a genuine feeling that the workload is being shared. 
 
Historic racing is in great shape at the moment, with more and more events on the calendar and entries growing every year. It 
seems that there are meetings on in virtually every corner of Australia and the historic racing clubs are all vying for your entries. 
I reckon It’s a great time to be out there racing on your favourite machine, enjoying all that our sport has to offer.  
 
So, with this years Southern being such a special event, honouring the efforts of Shirley Luke and her 54 years of involvement in 
racing. It’s time to head out to the shed, dust the cobwebs off the racebike and start getting it ready for the 30th Southern 
Classic.  
 
Don’t forget the Annual Presentation Night on Friday 9th December, it’s a great night and great opportunity to catch up and 
have a chat about the years racing over a feed and a couple of drinks. Hope to see you there! 
 
Cheers,  Marchy. 

From the Editor. 
 
Firstly my apologies for the lateness of this current issue of Flatchat. But 
really I have an excuse, no the dog didn’t eat it I was building my new 
sidecar! For the last 12 months I’ve been gathering bits and pieces and with 
a massive amount of help from fabricator/passenger extraordinaire Dave 
Betteridge and Master of all things mechanical Brian March I was able to 
front up for practice on the Friday before the Southern Classic with a shiny 
new Norton Atlas. 
 
And the early signs were very encouraging. There were the expected 
teething troubles with oil leaks and minor bits and pieces but overall the 
package really delivered. Unfortunately first race Saturday saw Dave and I 
sitting on the outside of the track with a broken rear brake backing plate. 
With a few months between now and the Vic Titles we should be able to sort out the rest of the problems and be ready to 
show the Triumphs how it’s done! (And maybe get the newsletter out on time?) 

Does it get any better...My new Atlas #94 
and Brian March’s Atlas #42 

Building a sidecar in three easy steps, First build a solo from scratch , then build a platform and insert motor and other 
mechanical bits, thirdly a piece of plywood and some bodywork...EASY! 
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HMRAV Club meetings are conducted at the 
�

Mitcham Angling Club  
19 Brunswick Street, Mitcham 

 

Meetings are (usually) held every 4th Monday of the month from 7pm SHARP: 
 

  

 
HMRAV PROPOSED MEETING DATES FOR 2011 TO REMEMBER ( subject to change!) 

 

Come & Try Day 4th December  
Presentation Night 9th  December 

��������	
���
�� �� �
�  
Raced a Harley the other night, and after some really hard riding I finally managed to pass the guy. I was riding 
on one of those really, really, twisting sections of downhill roads with no straight sections to speak of and 
where most of the curves have warning signs that say "30 KPH". I knew if I was going 
to pass one of those monsters with those big-cubic-inch motors, it would have to be a 
place like this where handling and rider skill are more important than horsepower alone. 
 
I saw the guy up ahead as I exited one of the turns and knew I could catch him, but it 

wouldn't be easy. I concentrated on my braking and cornering. Three corners later, I was on his rear 
fender. Catching him was one thing; passing him would prove to be another. Two corners later, I pulled 
up next to him as we sailed down the road. I think he was shocked to see me next to him, as I nearly got 
by him before he could recover. Next corner it was the same thing; I'd manage to pull up next to him as 
we started to enter the corners but when we came out he'd get on the throttle and out-power me. His horsepower was almost 
too much to overcome, but this only made me more determined than ever. 
 
My only hope was to out-brake him. I held off squeezing the lever until the last instant. I kept my nerve while he lost his. In an 
instant, I was by him. Corner after corner, I could hear the roar of his engine as he struggled to keep up. But now I was in the 

lead, and he would no longer hold me back. I stretched out my lead and by the time 
we reached the bottom of the road, he was more than a full corner behind. I could no 
longer see him in my rear-view mirror. 
 
Once the road did straighten out, it seemed like it took miles before he passed me, but 
it was probably just a few hundred yards. I was no match for that kind of horsepower, 
but it was done. In the tightest section of road, where bravery and skill count for 
more than horsepower and deep pockets, I had passed him. Though it was not easy, I 
had won the race to the bottom of the road. I will always remember that moment. I 
don't think I've ever pedalled so hard in my life. And some of the credit must go to 
Malvern Star as well. They really make a great bicycle. 

 

The H.M.R.A.V. would like to welcome the following new members 
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Motorcycle Club Invitation to GEAR Day 10th August 2011 
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For those intending to go to Wakefield Park, Goulburn, in January the Pelican Sheep Station has good 

accommodation and is next door to the track. Contact them directly to book. 
  

For race entry forms contact Gil Whitehouse or Loraine Hoy Phone 0298246786,   mobile  0408786685,    
email   lhoy8@bigpond.com PO box 228, Minto  NSW  2566 

  
For more info contact Dave on 97441111 

�
��
��������������������������

������������������� ������
����   
������������������������������������

������������� ����������������� �����!�" ��  #������"�		�$��%
&  
 
���'('   �������  
������	
��
	�������	��
�	�
���������������������	

 	��������
���	������������	���	��
����������������� ���������	��
�	�
�  
��������
������   ����� ��  
 ��������	

	���
�
��!�"�
��������
���������	���	��� #
�������$��%��#��� �&��������������	
��������	���& ���������������'�
��
��
�
��(�	�������&�
�������������
����
�����&�������	
 ��
	�����������������	��
�	��	���� �#�
�
����"��

� �'�
��
���
��(�	
���#	���
�����������	
���

����"�����
�
���#�
�)%�����
�"��� �
��
����)%������*��
����
�����

�����	
�
��������� �	����
 
The rest of the minutes are available  via this link: 
http://www.ma.org.au/fileadmin/user_upload/Documents/
Reports___Minutes/2011/80010644_Final__HRR_minutes_Aug_11_MA_Board.pdf  
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1  Paul Wagner  1975  Road Registered  Ducati GTE 860cc  51.2  Road Registered 
 Machine  

4  Rob Matheson  1972  P4 up to 350cc  Honda CB 350cc  68.8*  Post Classic Up To 
350cc  

16  Mick Panayi  1961  P4 Unlimited  Norton Atlas 750cc  45.2  Classic Unlimited & 
KING OF THE 
MOUNTAIN  

27  Daniel Gardner  1972  P4 Unlimited  Honda CB 900cc  53.0  Post Classic Unlim-
ited  

40  David Gittus  1939  P2 up to 500cc  AJS 500cc  71.4  Pre-War up to 500cc  

42  Dave Philpots  1962  P3 Unlimited  Norton Atlas 750cc  62.2   

112  Graham Smith  1960  P3 Unlimited  Norton Dominator 
750cc  

49.4   

119  Chris Panayi  1971  P4 up to 350cc  Honda SL 125cc  68.8*  Post Classic Up To 
350cc  

475  Mike Chegwidden  1941  P2 Unlimited  Indian Scout 750cc  60.4  Pre-War Unlimited  

540  Lewis Foran  1951  P3 up to 350cc  Cotton Replica 250cc  52.3  Classic Up To 250cc  

546  Lee Foran  1962  P3 500cc  Norton 500cc  58.7  Classic 500cc  

555  Graham McDonald  1934  P2 up to 500cc  Rudge 500cc  DNF   

4  Robert Todd / Dave 
Betteridge  

1954  P3 Sidecar  Triumph T6 Parker 
650cc  

55.0  Classic Sidecar  

42  Brian March / Reg Boeti  1962  P3 Sidecar  Norton 750cc  66.3   
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Mt Tarrengower 
 
With bad weather all week it looked like we were in for a wet weekend but the gods of speed granted us a fine weekend. This 
year we had a good turn out with 13 solos but only two sidecars. One of our regular sidecar teams Tiny and Greg could not 
make it due to Greg’s wife (Julianne) suffering a stroke recently, we all wish Julianne a speedy recovery. 
 
The hill climb looked to be in doubt of running because we did not have a steward for the meeting but at the last minute Vic 
O’Driscoll gave up his GP duties at Phillip Island to help us out on the Saturday and JD taking over the reins on Sunday, 
thanks Vic. 
  
Saturday practice went well with the car club placing us in the middle of the 
running order which was well accepted by all. Saturday night was a real blast 
with one of the locals entertaining us with his tea chest bass and guitar and some 
local songs a really great night (I’ve booked him for next year). Sunday saw fine 
weather and some really quick times put down; as usual Mike Panayi blitzed the 
mountain to break his record from last year with a 45.2 run. Graham Smith on his 
well prepared Norton Dominator had a great run with a very credible 49.4 not 
bad for someone that had not run there before.(Look out Mick!) 
 
Unfortunately we had two off’s on Sunday with Graham McDonald dropping his 
well presented P2 500 Rudge that cost him some time in hospital with a broken 
scapular, broken front and rear shoulder cracked ribs and a fracture in his leg. 
The other saw Paul Wagner on his immaculately restored 860 Ducati grabbing a hand full of front brake after his throttle 
jammed open spitting him onto the ground. Paul suffered a broken collar bone and a badly swollen foot; the club wish both 

Graham and Paul a speedy recovery. 
 
With Brain March and myself not having our regular bits on the side 
(Brian’s is much better looking than mine) we begged, borrowed and stole 
Reg Boeti (who had only ever ridden at a come and try day) for Brian, and 
for me “sidecar passenger I will ride for anyone extraordinaire!! “ Dave 
Betteridge. Brian and Reg did well getting the Norton’s front wheel in the 
air off the start line, holy shit are the only word’s that could be used  when 
you are sitting behind them waiting for our run. Where are they going to 
end up when the wheel comes back down (close your eyes this  
could end up in tears) 
.  
Enough about sidecars and mishaps we had for the first time a dead heat in 
the P4 up to 350 class with Chris Panayi on a Honda SL 125 and Rob 
Matheson on a Honda CB 350 both running a 68.8, maybe next time Chris 
you don’t help the opposition with there bike. Dave Dog House Philpots 
traded his P5 for a more demanding ride on Brian’s 750 Norton and only 

his dry cleaner knows what transpired. All in all a great weekend was had by all. 
 
One thing that did come out of the weekend was the preparation and condition of some of the bikes it must be under stood that 
this a competition and the bikes should be race prepared. Please make sure next year that you all comply other wise you may 
be disappointed if you are knocked back from riding.  
  
Toddy! 
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There will be a full report on the Southern Classic and lots of great photos in the next Flatchat 
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The Southern Classic  Raffle was once again a huge success with very 
special thanks to Draggin Jeans for donating a $249 Gift Voucher and 
Shock Entertainment for donating DVD pack worth more than $400. 

 
The winners were, Adam Hinss, Stan Williams and Dave Edgar, 

with proceeds going to the Cystic Fibrosis Research Trust 
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Laurie Turnbull Norton ES2 and Mick Panni Norton Atlas  

Darrell Bailey #80  Ducati Diana Classic 250 and  
David Gazley #81 Forgotten Era Honda MT125 

Peter Large and Wayne Rowe, doing what it takes 
to win the Classic Sidecar 650cc 

Colin Heather taking out the  600cc Forgotten Era  

Butch and Wal on the period perfect Triumph Kneeler 

Chrissie Clancy and Leanne March 
LCR GSXR 600, 3rd in F2 sidecar  

A message of thanks received after the Southern Classic 
 
G’day All, 
 
Still buzzing and doing laps in my head.  What a weekend! 
 
Penny and I would like to express our appreciation to everybody 
involved in such an amazing weekend.  The organization, the racing 
and comradeship was very humbling to be in the presence of all you 
fantastic people and bikes. 
 
Best wishes to Shirley - you’re a gem! 
 
Congratulations Keith on winning the Southern Classic AGAIN!!!  
Penny and I saw brief moments with you and Leigh and that was 
grouse! 
 
Leigh - your bike is an absolute ripper.  You should feel justifiably 
proud - goodonya! 
 
Mick - Penny enjoyed the shit out of riding with Ally May again. 
 
Many thanks and all the very best of wishes to everybody in the 
HMRAV.  The BEST CLUB AROUND!  #*@<N GROUSE!!! 
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 Marc Crichton Suzuki GS1000  & Barry Levistron Honda CB  

Narine Elder #20  and Ken Lucas #37 

John Clancy and Colin Magney ,  
3rd place in the 836 post classic sidecar. 

Glen Dane and Dave Betteridge on the new Norton Atlas  Buster Saunders on the Suzuki GP 125  
winner 125cc Forgotten Era 

Toddy and Lloyd trying hard in front  
of Tony Jacobs and Nathan May 
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